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Introduction
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o  Get an education degree
o  Get a scholarship, a fund, a prize
o  Get promotion
o  Improve your CV
o  Become known as an expert in an area
o  Share discoveries
o  Document/protect the research achievements
o  Supporting the Development of a team, university, country …

Why Writing a Paper?
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Publication Types

Le
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1- Academic report, Thesis

2- Conference

3- Journal/Transaction, Magazine

4- Book chapter

5- Book
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A Fact!

o  A poor research leads to a poor paper

o  A good research may lead to a good paper ( or may not!)

ü Some skills are needed: 
Correct Reading, Well Writing, Language, Journal Selection, …
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What is a Good Paper?

o It is easy to read and understand 

o It describes a problem with a clear contribution 
o It is timely 

o It is well-presented and properly formatted
o It is Verifiable 
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Academic Paper: Elements

Elements according to importance 
and work effort/amount:
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o Follow the journal format

o Use standard nomenclature, acronyms, and jargon 

o Check spelling and grammar 
 

Careful formatting and good presentation shows respect and 
appreciation to the reviewer/reader 

Academic Paper: Format
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o Diagrams, figures and tables: 
 

Academic Paper: Format
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Most students believe making something complicated = more 
scientific value. 

Academic Paper: Style
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o Keep the complexity to the minimum necessary

o Order ideas in a logic way (tell the “story”) 

o Support the “story” with clear diagrams, tables and figures

o Be clear and concise 

Academic Paper: Style
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4.Summary, Conclusions, and 
Recommendations.

Title, Authors, and Affiliation

Abstract and Keywords

Introduction, Background 

Acknowledgment, Appendixes

References

Methodology

Results, Analysis, Discussion

Summary and Conclusions

Academic Paper: Structure
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Title, Authors, and Affiliation
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o The Title should be: 

Ø Clear and attractive

Ø Short but informative (around 10 words) 

Ø Avoid wasted/redundant words

Ø Be careful with using: “A novel…”, “Next generation…”, “The 
best…”, etc. 

Title

o The Title may include:

 Keywords, application, and descriptive terms 
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‘‘Molecular mechanical models for organic and biological systems 

going beyond the atom centered two body additive approximation: 

aqueous solution free energies of methanol and N-methyl acetamide, 

nucleic acid base, and amide hydrogen bonding and chloroform/water 

partition coefficients of the nucleic acid bases’’

Example 1

H. Bevrani                                                                              University of Kurdistan 17/100

Example 2
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Example 3

Review on Wide-Area Damping Control for Power 
Systems with Renewable Energy 

Wide-Area Damping Control in Renewable Integrated 
Power Systems: Achievements and New Challenges
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Example 4

H. Bevrani                                                                              University of Kurdistan 20/100

Ø Most significant

Ø Most relevant

Ø Few (5 to 7)

Ø Alphabetical order

Keywords
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o  Short in one paragraph (150~300 words)

o  Summary of the subject and outcome

o  Problem, objective, methodology

o  No abbreviations, references, equations

o  Correct (no error!)

Abstract
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Example 1
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Continue
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Example 2
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Continue
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Example 3
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Continue
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Example 4
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Continue
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Correct Writing!

oیشراگنياه هناشن

يداصتقا ،یگنهرفيداصتقا , یگنهرف

مناوت یممناوت یم

oهلصاف مین

    shift+ space :کملماعمتسیسردهلصاف مین

shift+ space              :بذاکهلصاف مین
+ctrl+ shift :درادناتساهلصاف مین
 

2
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Example
oيدنب هلمج

 .مییانم  یم یحارط یقیبطترلرتنک کی شهوژپ نیا رد ام

.دوش یم یحارط یقیبطتهدننک لرتنک کی ،شهوژپ نیا رد

تابر هدنهد لیکشت یاهمتسیسریز ماتم ات دراد زاین لرتنک دحاو کی هب کرحتمتابر
 یاه هداد ماتم  ندرک گنهامه هفیظو  ،لرتنک متسیس عقاو رد .دنک گنهامه ار
 .دراد هدهعرب ارتابر تکرح یزیر همانرب و یدورو

هدنهد لیکشتیاه متسیسریز ماتم ،تسا رظن  دروم شهوژپ نیا رد هک یلرتنک دحاو
.دنک یم گنهامهتابر تکرحیزیر همانرب و یدورویاه هداد شزادرپ تهج رد ارتابر
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Correct Writing!

oنتشون تسرد هب کمک

https://virastyar.ir

هقلاع درومياه باتکندناوخ1.
یکمک ياهرازبا2.

https://emla.virastaran.net
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Correct Writing!

oیکمک ياهرازبا:نتشون تسرد هب کمک
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What we did in this study?

What we do not know?

What is the problem?

Introduction

What was the result?

How it is verified?

What we know?
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Ø Problem statement

Ø Review of related literature

Ø Definition of some terms

Ø Limitations

Ø Clarifying the contribution 

Ø Paper organization

Introduction

H. Bevrani                                                                                     University of Kurdistan 36/100

What is a Contribution/Novelty?

ü Do a new/original research 

ü Realize/Confirm an idea/algorithm/theorem

ü New application for a theorem

ü Find a different solution for a problem

ü Develop a new algorithm/methodology

ü Design a new product, Improve an existing product

ü Study new aspects of a problem/phenomena
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Abstract and Introduction are Important!
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• The addition to the knowledge is called a ‘‘contribution’’
• A contribution should be
o New
o Significant
o Useful
o Verifiable/refutable

• The methodology should explain how the contribution is 
made. 

Content and Methodology
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o The framework of the proposed method/technique

oProcedures for collection and treatment of data

oHardware or software development

oPresent and discuss simulation results 

oGive all conclusions: positive and negative

o Identify future work and open problems

Content and Methodology
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The main body must be supported with diagrams, figures, tables, 
flowcharts, etc. 

Content and Methodology
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• Figures must be presented with great care, with all the details 
clearly visible

Content and Methodology
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o  Presentation of Results/Data

o  Analysis of Results/Data

o  Comparison and Discussion

Results, Analysis, and Discussion

Content and Methodology
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o Conclusion is not a copy of your abstract!

o Contribution and recommendations (the method, achievement, 
characteristics)

o Should not include:

§ Any new information,

§ Any repeated, word-by-word, sentences

§ A list of what has been presented in the paper. 

Conclusion
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• If any

o Follow the Journal/conference format

o Be generous and respectful in referencing (15-30 citations) 

o Cite milestone and recent papers 

o Cite papers from the same field – journal 

o Try to avoid unnecessary self-citations 

Acknowledgment and Appendixes

References
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References

o Be exact

Example:

F. Blaabjerg, Z. Chen, S.B. Kjaer, “Power Electronics as Efficient 
Interface in Dispersed Power Generation Systems”, IEEE Trans. 
Power Electron., vol. 19, no. 4, pp. 1184-1194, Dec. 2004. 

F. Blaabjerg, S.B. Kjaer, “Power Electronics as Efficient Interface in 
Dispersed Power Generation Systems”, IEEE, 2004 

H. Bevrani                                                                              University of Kurdistan 46/100

oValue and quality

o Time and concentration

o Integration and relevant

oCareful planning and a creative mind

oOrganization of the paper

oWriting style, and language 

Important Points
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o Remember, you are no longer writing for one, 
two, or three people, but for hundreds, 
possibly even thousands…

Important Points

o Looking from a distance, as the reviewer 
will see it, and show your work to others
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ü  Do not try to prove you are smart

ü Highlight the solution merits, 
    and limitations of previous works

ü List down the strengths/weaknesses

ü Use valid and powerful tools 
    for data collection/simulation

Useful Tips
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ü   I

ü   don’t, isn’t, haven’t , …

ü   & instead of and

ü   very long sentences (difficult to read)

ü  strong statements (challenges and questions)

Avoid using: 

Useful Tips
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ü  Limits self citation

ü  Use suitable/academic words

ü  Use sophisticated transition words

ü  Do not use best, ultimate… 

Useful Tips

H. Bevrani                                                                              University of Kurdistan 51/100

Example
o  For SR motors, and PM motors without starting cages, when 

the stator current changes, there is no induced rotor current.

o   For SR motors, and PM motors without starting cages, 
changing stator current induces no rotor current.

o This is a simple method but seems not to be properly discussed 
so far.

o This is a simple method but so far is not fully discussed.

o The obtained results confirm that the SDRE controller is so effective.

o The results verify the effectiveness of the proposed SDRE controller.
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Mark Twain (1835-1910) 

Three rules for writing well:

“The first is to review, the second is to review 

and the third is to review”
 

Before Submission
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First step is to get something down, make 

headings and subheadings in some blank 

pages.

 

First draft

Later drafts

Final draft

Show to colleagues
and supervisor

Present
at meeting

Revise

Rev
ise

Revise

Revise

Main Steps
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Start

Do a research,
Write a report

Choose a Journal

Author

Editor

Reviewer
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Journal Selection

• Search your Reference list
• See all candidate journals, and check:
 - Aims and scope                           - Types of articles
 - Leadership and Readership.     - Current hot topics
 - Impact factor.                              - Restrictions

• Ask your supervisor or colleagues
• Consider the publication periods
• See the average time of the review process
• See blacklists!
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Start

Do a research,
Write a report

Choose a Journal

Write a paper

Submit your 
paper

Author

Editor

Reviewer
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ScholarOne Manuscripts Dashboard
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Author Dashboard
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Author Dashboard
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Author Dashboard
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Paper Type

Ø  Full, Original, Research paper

Ø  Letter, Rapid, Short communication

Ø  Review, Survey paper
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Start

Do a research,
Write a report

Choose a Journal

Write a paper

Submit your 
paper

Author

Editor

Reviewer

Assign 
reviewers

Basic 
requirements

?
Review and give 

recommendations

Reject

No

Yes
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AE Dashboard
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Reviewer Dashboard
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Review Process!
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Reviewer ! 

What are Reviewers looking for?

o Contribution

o Correctness

o Significance
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Reviewer ! 
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o  Accept it as it is

o  Minor revision and resubmit

o  Major revision and resubmit

o  Reject

(Excellent)

(Very good)

(Good)

(Finished)

Reviewer Recommendation 
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Start

Do a research,
Write a report

Choose a Journal

Write a paper

Submit your 
paper

Author

Editor

Reviewer

Assign 
reviewers

Collect results

Basic 
requirements

?

Decision
?

Accept

Review and give 
recommendations

Revision required

Reject

No

Yes

No

Yes

H. Bevrani                                                                              University of Kurdistan 70/100

EiC Dashboard
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• Do not hurry! 

• Do not get defensive unless it is called for

• Address the comments, point by point

Reviewer 1
Q1 : <the original question>
Our answers: <……>

Before Resubmission
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Before Resubmission

o Highlight the changes/modifications

o Do not add new science unless it is called for

o Put it for a while and check it again!

o A Reviewer may misunderstand!
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Before Resubmission

What if a reviewer asks you to do extra work, but you 
think it is not necessary?

1. Refer to the published work on a similar topic and in the 
same journal.

2. Argue, e.g. “The focus of this paper is on …. 

Never challenge the reviewers! Then the reviewers will 
challenge you back, very likely in a harder way.
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Example
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Submission Receipt Email
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Decision Email
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Received Comments

Ge
ne

ra
l

co
m

m
en

ts
De

ta
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d
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m
m

en
ts
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Response Letter and Received Version
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Resubmission Receipt
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Accept Decision Email
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Accept Decision Email
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Article Proof
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Start

Do a research,
Write a report

Choose a Journal

Write a paper

Submit your 
paper

Author

Editor

Reviewer

Assign 
reviewers

Collect results

Basic 
requirements

?

Decision
?

Review and give 
recommendations

Reject

No

Yes

No
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Go ahead …, 

Never give up ! 
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Ø Do not take it personally

Ø All researchers get rejected

Ø Reviewers/editors make mistakes

Ø You did not loss any thing but have got reviewers’ time and 

comments!

Ø See why it was rejected

Ø Revise, and submit to the same Journal or elsewhere

Reject! 
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Example
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Submission Receipt Email
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Decision Email
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Received/Modified Version

H. Bevrani                                                                              University of Kurdistan 90/100

New Submission Receipt Email
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Decision Email
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Response Letter and Received Version
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Resubmission Receipt
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Resubmission Again and Again …
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Accept Decision Email
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Best Paper Award!
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Introduction

A good Writer has already 
been a good Reader.
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Initial Steps

o Scanning o Skimming o Noting 
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Some Initial Guidelines

o Read critically: assume that the authors are always correct 

o Read creatively: Do these ideas have other applications or extensions?

oMake notes as you read 
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Ethics Principles

Do not do

oMisconduct 

oQuestionable    

1. Fabrication 
2. Falsification
3. Plagiarism
4. Self Plagiarism 

1. Poor data storage
2. Misleading authorship
3. Raw/primary results
4. Access limitation
5. Unreal description
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How to  Avoid?

oUse your own words and ideas

oAlways give credit to the source where you have 
received your information

oPut someone’s exact words in quotes and give credit 
using in-text citations.  

102                            H. Bevrani 

ThanksThanks

Thank You!


